Study 1:
The Judgment Seat of Christ

Intro.: 
Is there only one Final General Judgment for all on the last day? 


– One General Resurrection and one General Judgment?
Cf. Jn. 11.24; 5:29 


Three Separate judgments before three different Thrones in three different Spheres 


still in the future are mentioned in the Bible, viz. Judgment of …

(1) The Saints at the Judgment Seat of Christ in heaven/ the air.
II Cor. 5:6-10; I Thes. 4:16, 17

(2) The Sheep and Goats at the Throne of Glory on earth.
Mt. 25:31-46

(3) The Sinners at the Great White Throne in Space.
Rev. 20:11-15.

Still three other judgments taking place at different times are also mentioned in Scripture:

(4) Past: The Judgment on Sin borne by Jesus, our Saviour on the cross.
Cf. Rom. 8:1, 2; Jn. 5:24


(5) Present: The Judgment of Self and by Self – self-examination.

I Cor. 11:31



(6) Prospect: The Judgment of the Jews in the wilderness on earth.

Eze. 20:33-38; 22:19-22

Three passages of Scripture stand out very clearly re: The Judgment Seat of Christ.
A. The Judgment Seat of God.

Rom. 14:10

1. The Mention: 
we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ/God.
KJV cf. NRSV, NIV


Cf. 

we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ.
II Cor. 5:10, all versions.

Cf. The Father judgeth no man, but hath committed all judgment unto the Son.
Jn. 5:22

2. The Meaning of the judgment seat:
a. Gk. Bema 
= 
a step, i.e. foot-breath; by impl. a rostrum, i.e. tribunal:
{As Acts 12:21; 



--
judgment-seat, set [foot] on, throne.
 
{18:12; 25:6




– as used in a Running Race to judge the winner.
b. Gk. Criterion = a rule of judging ("criterion")…to judge, judgment (seat).
Jas. 2:6



– as used when making a Ruling in a court of law.

3. The Motives – 

a. This is a judgment of Motives, things done unto the Lord.
Rom. 14:6-8

For whether we live, we live unto the Lord; and whether we die, we die unto the Lord.

b. And a judgment of Works:

cf. I Cor. 3:13
Every man's work shall be made manifest…because it shall be revealed by fire; 
and the fire shall try every man's work of what sort it is.
4. The Manner – Judge not others’ motives; leave all judgment unto the Lord.
Rom. 14:10; Mt. 7:1-5 

a. Do not Misjudge the practice of others with respect to Motives.
Rom. 14:3, 4
Let not him that eateth despise him that eateth not; and
Let not him which eateth not judge him that eateth: for God hath received him.

b. Each one is Accountable for his/her own Action.
Rom. 14:5, 6, 12
One man esteemeth one day above another: another esteemeth every day alike. 
Let every man be fully persuaded in his own mind.

c. Do not Put a stumbling block in the Path of another.
Rom. 14:13, 21
Let us not therefore judge one another any more: but judge this rather, 
that no man put a stumblingblock or an occasion to fall in his brother's way.

d. Let each be fully persuaded of the Lord.

Rom. 14:3, 14, 20
e. Let us then Pursue what makes for Peace and for mutual upbuilding.
Rom. 14:19, NRSV
f. Consider the weaker brother and Abstain if an Action can offend.
Rom. 14:21
g. Follow Christ Who pleased not Himself, bearing reproaches that Fell on Him
Rom. 15:1-3, ff

Let every one of us please his neighbour for his good to edification.

· Judge not, that ye be not judged.

Mt. 7:1
5. The Moment in time – in the Future, after the Rapture?

a. When we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ – still future.
Rom. 14:10

b. When He might be Lord both of the dead and living – after the Rapture?
Rom. 14:9

c. Cf. Therefore judge nothing before the time, until the Lord come, 
I Cor. 4:5

Who both will bring to light the hidden things of darkness, and will make manifest 

the counsels of the hearts: and then shall every man have praise of God.

B. The Judgment Seat of Christ.

II Cor. 5:10
1. The Appearance – we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ;
a. All must Appear, i.e. all “we” in Christ, i.e. the believers.
we – 26 occ. in chap.
i. Those absent from the Lord and those present with the Lord.
II Cor. 5:6, 8

ii. Those saints in the Church of God which is at Corinth.
II Cor. 1:1

b. All must Account – All (every one of us) shall give account of himself to God.
Rom. 14:12
i. Some will Receive a Reward (Gain), others will suffer Loss.
I Cor. 3:14, 15

ii. Note Paul was Ready to count all Gain as Loss for Christ.
Phil. 3:7

2. The Assessment – every one may receive the things done in his body,
II Cor. 5:10

a. Is it good? i.e. from word meaning beautiful, but chiefly (fig.) good (lit.), 

i.e. valuable or virtuous.
Strong

b. Is it bad, from a primary word meaning worthless, i.e. good for nothing.
Strong
C. The Judgment.

I Cor. 3:11-15

1. The People – It is a Judgment of Believers.


I Cor. 3:11
a. It involves one who builds on the foundation which is Jesus Christ.
I Cor. 3:11

b. It involves one who lives or dies unto the Lord because he is the Lord’s.
Rom. 14:8

c. It involves one who is either absent from the Lord or present with the Lord.
II Cor. 5:6, 8

2. The Purpose:

a. To test every man's work of what sort it is.

I Cor. 3:13

It is a test of Works and the Motive that inspires them.
Cf. Rom. 14 above.

i. The work can be gold, silver, precious stones, i.e. of Quality (Valuable)
I Cor. 3:12a
ii. Or it can be wood, hay, stubble, i.e. of Quantity but Worthless.
I Cor. 3:12b
b. The Figure of the Fire in the testing,

i. In this Judgment, the fire will burn up the Stubble,
I Cor. 3:15


and the Saint will suffer loss but he shall be Saved.

ii. In the Judgment to come, the fire will burn the Sinners as Stubble
Mal. 4:1

and will leave them neither physical root nor branch 
or "Not a root or a branch will be left to them.”
NIV
3. The Product.

a. Either he will Suffer loss, though he will be Saved so as by fire.
I Cor. 3:15

b. Or he will Receive a Reward. 


Cp. The possible Crowns he will receive: -
I Cor. 3:14

i. The Crown of Life or the Martyr’s Crown.
Rev. 2:10; Jas. 1:12; 

· Fear none of those things which thou shalt suffer: behold, the devil shall

 cast some of you into prison, that ye may be tried; and ye shall have tribulation

 ten days: be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life. 
· Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when he is tried,

 he shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love him.
ii. The Crown of Glory or the Elder’s Crown.
I Pet.5:2-4


When the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away.
iii. The Crown of Rejoicing or the Soul-winner’s Crown.
I Thes. 2:19, 20; Phil. 4:1

· For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing? Are not even ye in the 

presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at his coming? For ye are our glory and joy.
· My brethren, dearly beloved and longed for, my joy and crown, so stand fast in the Lord.

iv. The Crown of Righteousness or the Watcher’s Crown..
II Tim. 4:8

Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, 
shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing.
v. The Incorruptible Crown or the Victor’s Crown.
I Cor. 9:25-27

Every man that striveth for the mastery is temperate in all things. 
Now they do it to obtain a corruptible crown; but we an incorruptible.

 I therefore so run…so fight I [and] I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection.

c. He will also be Rewarded for Good Works. What are the possible good works for which he will be rewarded?

Three Good Works Highlighted:

i. The good works of Walking in His Workmanship:
Eph. 2:10
We are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, 
which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.
ii. The good works of Witnessing: 

Mt. 5:16; I Pet. 2:12


Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father…in heaven.
iii. The good works of Worshipping God:

I Tim. 2:10, NIV


With good deeds, appropriate for women who profess to worship God.
iv. Other Good Works of…

· Charity: This woman was full of good works and almsdeeds which she did.
Acts 9:36

· Generosity: be rich in good works, generous, and ready to share.
I Tim. 6:18

· Maturity as the man of God… thoroughly equipped for every good work. II Tim. 3:17, NIV; Tit. 3:8, 14

· Consistency: In all things showing thyself a pattern of good works
Tit. 2:7 cf. 2:14

· Loving the assembly:

Heb. 10:24, 25


Consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works: not forsaking the assembling of ourselves
Conclusion: 


Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be found faithful.

I Cor. 4:2
Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding 
I Cor. 15:58
in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord.


Behold, I come quickly: hold that fast which thou hast, that no man take thy crown.
Rev. 3:11
And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give every man according as his work shall be.

Rev. 22:12
